[New agents for the treatment of hepatitis C].
The current treatment of Chronic Hepatitis C (CHC) is based on the combination of peginterferon alpha 2a or 2b and ribavirin. This treatment achieves Sustained Virological Response (SVR) rates in more than 50% of the patients. The SVR rates are higher in genotype 2 and 3 patients than in genotype 1, which account for more than 50%. For this reason, the development of new drugs is needed. The knowledge of Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) replication cycle and the characterisation of the viral enzymes allow targets to be defined with the ability to inhibit HCV enzymes. The present overview analyses the first two NS3/NS4 protease inhibitors approved for the treatment of CHC, boceprevir and telaprevir. Both increase rates of SVR in naïve and in previously treated patients with the advantage that in some cases therapy can be shortened. However, these drugs have new side effects such as a rash and an increase in the rate of anaemia.